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A NEW STAGE FOR  

CONTEMPORARY JEWISH ART 

 

The Jerusalem Biennale for Contemporary Jewish Art is 

a stage for presenting art that relates in one way or 

another to the Jewish world of content. 

 

The first Biennale took place between the 15th of September and the 31st of October 

2013, and presented the art works of more than 60 artists in 6 different exhibitions.  

In addition, 28 events of performance, music, dance, debate, workshops, writing and 

more took place under the auspice of the Biennale. 

 

More than 5,000 people visited the different exhibitions of the Biennale. The Biennale 

produced advertising materials including five catalogs and thousands of posters and 

flyers. Yet, most of the advertising was made in the social networks, targeted emails 

and on the Biennale's website. 

 

Many groups and organizations took part in producing the Biennale, among them: 

“Between Heaven and Earth”- a contemporary Jewish dance group; the “Muslala” 

artists group; “Kol Ha'Ot” an organization that facilitates educational workshops 

connecting art and Judaism; the “Oman” art school which works in the Ultra-Orthodox 

community in Jerusalem, and more. 

 

The Biennale was significantly reported upon in the media. It attracted especially 

wide attention by the English speaking media. The Biennale was covered in the main 

TV channels and articles and reviews of the Biennale were published in Ha'aretz, 

The Jerusalem Post, The Forward, Time-Out Israel, The Jewish Chronicle and more, 

and in dozens of websites and blogs. 

 

The Biennale has started a process of establishing itself and preparing towards the 

second Biennale which will take place in the autumn of 2015. 
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Between Heaven and Earth – A dance group led by the choreographer 
Ronen Izhaki. Two visual artists, Oryan Galster and Porat Salomon, joined 
Izhaki and together curated the exhibition "Now Now" at the Emek Refai'm 
venue. The exhibition combined painting, photography, video, installation, 

performance and dance.  
 
Muslala - An artist's group, led by Matan Israeli, which is active in 

installing, performing and maintaining of art in the public space. The group 
generates and runs art exhibitions, urban “art-tracks,” guided tours, a 
community garden and art workshops; in addition, it has recently opened an 
active meeting and study center in Musrara. Muslala wishes to produce a 
new model that combines artistic activity with a social orientation.  

 
Kol Haot - Kol Haot harnesses the magical power of the visual and 

performing arts in transformative, interactive educational programs that 
convey Jewish ideas, texts and values. At Kol HaOt, the exploration of 
Jewish ideas takes place in beautifully conceived environments—whether in 
their central Jerusalem location, their virtual home, or in schools, 
communities and homes.  
 
Oman - The Oman School of Art, located in Jerusalem's Romema 

neighborhood, is the only school in Israel that offers college-level arts studies 
in a strictly Haredi environment. It has programs in the plastic arts, 
photography, metalworking and ceramics. Oman was an active partner in 
creating the exhibition "My Soul Thirsts" and six of its graduates participated 
in the exhibition. 
 
Presentense Israel - Presentense is a largely volunteer-run community of 

innovators and entrepreneurs, thinkers and leaders, creators and educators, 
from around the world, who are investing their ideas and energy to revitalize 
the established Jewish community. The Biennale was one of many initiatives 
accelerated by the Jerusalem fellows program.   
 
ROI  - ROI Community is an international network of activists and change 

makers who are redefining Jewish engagement for a new generation of 
global citizens. Some leading members of the Biennale's team are members 
in the community, which supported the Biennale with a matching grant for the 
indiegogo crowd funding campaign.  
 
Jewish Art Now - Jewish Art Now is a central portal for the convergence 

of Judaism and contemporary art with a fresh and innovative 
perspective. Jewish Art Now recharges Jewish identity and its relationship to 
the visual through engaging exhibitions, interactive events, and dynamic 
media content on the web. 

 
Urban Gallery – Urban Gallery is a commercial gallery based in Tel Aviv. 

The Gallery represents the photographer Ziv Koren and was a partner in the 
creation of the exhibition based on his work "70 faces". Sigal Kashkash, 
manager and chief curator of the gallery, curated the exhibition together with 
Rei Dishon. 
 

Ginot Hair -  The Ginot Ha’Ir Community Council serves 50,000 residents 

form the German Colony, Greek Colony, Rehavia, Talbia, Katamon, Yamin 
Mose, Kiryat Shmuel and Naiot neighborhoods. The community council 
works towards shaping a pluralistic community in Jerusalem building its 
programs around imparting values of responsibility and involvement in all 
parts of the community. 

http://www.docdance.com/
http://www.muslala.org/en
http://www.kolhaot.com/
http://www.haaretz.com/news/national/jerusalem-s-bezalel-arts-school-to-open-new-ultra-orthodox-track-1.448904
http://presentense.org.il/about
http://www.roicommunity.org/
http://www.jewishartnow.com/
http://www.urbangallery972.com/
http://www.ginothair.org.il/english
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Venues and Exhibitions 
 

Achim Hasid Complex (at Emek Refai'm) 

The Achim Hasid complex includes two historic Armenian 

buildings that were built in the beginning of the 20th 

century, and a large front yard. The venue is located in the center of Emek Refaim 

Street - one of the most trendy and dynamic areas of Jerusalem. The "Achim Hasid" 

company, which builds 

luxury apartments in 

Jerusalem for the last 40 

years, enabled the 

Biennale to use the 

complex for two months. It 

hosted two exhibitions: 

"Here and There" and "Now 

Now". 

 

"Here and There" 

Curator: Ram Ozeri 

At the core of Jewish art one can almost 

always find a text: a sentence, a saying, a 

chapter, a midrash, a commandment or 

an Aggadah that stands in front of the 

artist eyes as she creates, or 

post factum is experienced by the observer.  “Here and There” is an exhibition that 

seeks to explore the dialogue between 

the text, old or even ancient, and the 

creative experience of our time. It is an 

exhibition that reflects the 

consciousness that moves from 

Jerusalem, as a place and a metaphor, 

to the wide, contemporary world and 

back- the one that encounters the 

particular, in this case Jewish text, and uses it as fertile ground to explore universal 

ideas . 

http://www.a-hasid.co.il/
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"Now Now " 

Curators: Oryan Galster and Porat Salomon 

Dance and Performance: Ronen Yitzhaki 

 

The exhibition explored the autonomy of the moment 

– of “now” – in traditional Jewish thought: between 

“The past is gone, the future is not yet and the 

present is a blink of an eye” and “I am here, all is 

here” - the art is a space where the moment can be 

explored apart from time and space, as an object that 

exists for itself, independent of history or expectations 

of the future redemption. Instead, Now it is time for 

 .Now 
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Hechal Shlomo 

Hechal Shlomo building, on King George Street in the 

center of Jerusalem, has served in its first years as the 

seat of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. The building, that was 

built to host the chamber of the Chief Rabbi, functions 

today as the Wolfson Museum for Jewish Art. The museum holds one of the 10 most 

important Judaica collections in the world. Alongside those magnificent treasures, the 

exhibition "My soul thirsts" took place as part of the Biennale.   

"My Soul Thirsts..." 

Yearning for holiness from a contemporary perspective 

Curator: Nurit Sirkis-Bank; Curator assistant: Noa Lea Cohen 

The shared focal point of the art works exhibited in "My Soul Thirsts" is the yearning, 

the longing and the desire for holiness. Sometimes, G-d’s presence can be found in 

the simplest places and in the smallest of details. In each of these works there is a 

desire for a connection between Heaven and Earth – “My soul thirsts for You; my 

flesh longs for You.” (Psalms 63:2) 

 

 

http://www.hechalshlomo.org.il/
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Beit Avi Chai 
 

Beit Avi Chai is a cultural center that addresses major issues 

and fields of thought and creativity in Jewish and Israeli 

society. The center seeks to collect and publicize the various 

facets of Israeli-Jewish society, provide them a 

forum, and let them influence Israeli society and 

culture. As part of the Biennale, and during the 

Piyyut Festival that took place in Beit Avi Chai 

around the same dates, the gallery at the entrance 

floor hosted the exhibition "Thread of Gold".  

 

 

 

"Thread of Gold" 

Curators: Michael Elkayam and Neta Elkayam 

Michael Elkayam is a Judaica Artist. Neta, his daughter, is Contemporary Artist. 

"Thread of Gold" exhibits two generations of artists that curate themselves and reveal 

fascinating visual expressions their inter-generational relations. The symbols and 

colors that are recognized in Michael's artistic style appear again and again in Neta's 

work, but always in a way that adds new meaning. At first sight, one might think this 

is nothing but an attempt to break out from her father's tradition. Though, if you look 

deeper, one can find accurate communication, an understanding beyond words and 

a mutual commitment between a father and a daughter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bac.org.il/page/who-we-are
http://www.bac.org.il/page/who-we-are
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Musrara (In cooperation with Muslala) 

Musrara (Morasha) neighborhood 

is located in central Jerusalem, 

on the border between east and 

west, and between its northern 

Ultra-Orthodox neighborhood of 

Mea Shearim and Secular 

neighborhoods in the south. In 

recent years the neighborhood 

has become the center of 

fascinating artistic occurrences. 

The Muslala group (RA) 

promotes art in the public spaces of Musrara.  As part of the Biennale, different 

artists were invited to use Muslala's platform in order to create Contemporary Jewish 

Art in the streets of Musrara, all under the title of "Traditional".    

 
"Traditional" 

Curator: Ram Ozeri and Tehila Stern-Marx 

What does it mean to be traditional? The exhibition "Traditional", in the public space 

of Musrara, explores the possibility of keeping tradition in a society in which the 

tensions between religious and secular dictate extremism. The exhibition also 

explores the way communities define themselves and in the 

way art might be used in conflicts between different, 

neighboring communities.  

  

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musrara,_Jerusalem
http://muslala.org/en
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The First Station 
 
The First Station is a central neighborhood hub for 

entertainment, culture, and enrichment. The station is located 

at a meaningful focal point in Jerusalem’s urban space – 

between the Cinematheque, Jerusalem Theater, Sultan’s Pool, 

Khan Theater, Smadar Cinema, and Train Theater. As part of the Biennale, the art 

gallery of the first station hosted the exhibition "70 faces", based on works by the 

photographer Ziv Koren. 

 

"70 Faces" 

Curators: Sigal KashKash and Secret Artist 

The exhibition "70 Faces", based on the work of the photographer Ziv Koren, draws 

our attention with a selection of photographs revealing the meeting points between 

the Jewish world of symbols and the complex Israeli realities. Koren is playing on the 

borders of different worlds and functions: between documenting and commenting, 

and between the neutral and the emotional. Koren uses these contradictions to find a 

synopsis.       

 

http://www.firststation.co.il/
http://www.firststation.co.il/
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 Opening Nights 

The Biennale produced 5 different 

openings, one for each of the venues.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 Other Events 

The Biennale initiated and produced 

28 different events. A panel 

featuring Dr. Eliyahu Rodov, Mr. 

Amitay Mendelsohn and Ram 

Ozeri, was moderated by Aviva 

Winter. A festive concert was given 

by Shlomo Bar. Poertry evenings 

were held in three diferent evenings 

with 3 different poetry groups.  
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Guided Tours 
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Press Coverage 

 

The Biennale was given wide and deep 

coverage by the press, and specifically the 

English speaking media. 

 

The titles given for the coverage were varied, 

greatly pointing to the goals of the Biennale: 

 "Art pioneer thinks outside the frame" 

(The Jewish Chronicle) 

 "Jewish art is cool (!) at Jerusalem 

Biennale" ( English edition of Ha'aretz) 

 "At first-ever Jerusalem Biennale, 

Jewish art goes from old-world to avant-

garde" (Ha'aretz english online edition) 

 "Jerusalem joins the Biennale Crowd" 

(Jerusalem Post) 

 "We've managed to bring to mind the 

question of what is contemporary Jewish art, and now more people find an 

interest in it" (Achbar Ha'Ir) 

 "Can an art exhibit change your life?" (Mishpacha magazine) 

 "Debut Jerusalem festival aims to put Jewish art on the map" (JTA.org) 

 "Walls come down in Jerusalem" – for the arts (WND.com) 

 "Biennale puts Jerusalem on Contemporary Arts Map" (JNS + 

ejewishphilanthropy.com) 
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 The Jerusalem Biennale  

www.jerusalembiennale.org 

jerusalembiennale@gmail.com 

+972-2-627-2181 

 

Summary 

 

The Jerusalem Biennale for Contemporary Jewish Art took place for the first time and 

was accepted warmly by artists from Israel and the world, as well as by art fans and 

the Israeli and international press. The Biennale was compelling to all age groups 

and crossed a wide range of social groups. The Biennale offered a platform for 

almost 60 artists from different creative fields and gave them exposure to a wide 

audience. 

 

The first Biennale ended with a taste for more. Hundreds of artists have contacted 

the Biennale requesting to take part in future events. Dozens of scholars have 

approached the Biennale's organizers asking to research the event that has created 

new interest in Jewish contemporary art. 

 

Currently, the Biennale is preparing for establishing itself as a Jerusalem institution. 

In the next few weeks a non-profit organization will be established. A team will be 

created to formalize a coherent action plan, and an advisory board consisting of 

leaders of contemporary Jewish Art will be established. This will allow about a year 

and half for producing the 2015 Biennale as a larger, more precise, more prestigious, 

more international and more significant event.   

 

 

  


